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G!obo and Meib C:-n-socndm)

“*'HE:«SEVAT“"

Intellxvence
g Comnmittee recently held hear-
7 "ings on a proposed new char-

ter for the Central Int hoence

5 L

“The charter ad been under fire
_for being too lenient on the CIA and
now it.-was the turn of members of-|

the American vazl bevﬁmvs Umon
to address.it.. SR

To no one’s surpme thay start—
ed. going-ape:: Bur before they got

too far Delaware. Senator Joe Bx-
den raised his hands. """

“Let me tell you somnt‘nnv fel-
las,” he said..“The folks “don’t
care. - The--Average - American
couldn’t care less‘ right now about*
any of this.."u-.#¥ou keep talking
about public' concerm. (about the
CIA). There ain’t none.””: e

The civil liberties. boys scoffed
but Senator Biden was not far off

the iark. In the United States a
profound attitudinal shift has taken
place: on the subject. of -the: CIA.
Whereas only three and four years
ago the agency was being' whxpped
.and tidiculed;. today::it. is
-stroked and countenanced: i

Swept ‘up- in’ the winds" of. _war
(however faint)- the public’ and its
legblators seem intent on ushenrvg

-in a new age. of perrmssweness for
the agency. = " L ami oo,
- With the: Iraman and: Afahanl-
stan crises still on:the table, with a
.growing domestic’ percepnon that
the country:is ‘'weak:~the feeling
generally is'that the CIA should cut
the curtsymg and get down to the.
dirty work.: RIS ¥
~ . This doesn t'mean the pubhc is
prepared to condone the:agency
sending foreign: leaders. poisoned
packs of tiparillos (Castro 1960) or
devising plans:to place-exploding
sea shells' where' leaders: skin-dive
(Castro, 1963). And it doesn’t mean

Tide GLOBE AND MAIL
e 70RO TO, CAMADA
30 ABRIL 1930

"beenlifted.- And a bill that would"

G.. Gordon: Liddy:should be~put in

State'of the Union address == “We-

need to. remove unwarranted re- |

_straints__on :America’s. amhty to
collect intelligence”. “

. 1t. was only. a while back that the
reatramts were put on because if
was ieli they were warranted. Now
‘they are being.removed because it
is felt theyrare unwarranted. To
wit, the number of CIA oversight
comrmittees. in: Congress:is. being

&) j’ 3 ;{z}

scaled down fram eight-to two. The
power of ‘the-'two committees- is
being diminished so they no longer
have the right-to be informed of
controversial: CIA operations - be-
fore or even when they are happen-
_ing. The ban-on the CIA’s use of
journalists,  clergymen and aca-
demics for:covert operations has

largely exempt the CIA from the
Freedom of Information Act ap-

pears to hagg__e_rlqgvh support in
both houses to pass. -
More important : than- vxsxble'
changﬂs are the unwritten ones..
‘“There is an understanding now,”
said a Justice. Deoanmant cfftcxal
“and it comes to the CIA from the
-Administration. It is that if there is
‘some tougn Wwork to be done; then
"do it
When he’ campaigned n’ 1076 '
,_3 immy ‘Carter -Spoke out-against
*the veils of secrecy”’in Wasmng-_
ton and Walter Mondale, his run-.
ning mate,. promised more reform-|
of the CIAto bring it into line. New
York-, Senator-; Damel - Patrick -
. Moymban remembers early in'this:
- Administratiorr when Mr. Mondale
“appeared at a meeting and scolded .
intelligence officials bent on relax-
‘ing CIA resmctions. i
“The Vlc&Presment look°d
sternlyat the four wretches assem-
bled and said;"‘You ‘fellows don’t 4

CORTTRUED

¢ Approved For Release 2007/06/15 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100200038-1




